With this editorial, I would like to draw your attention to seven manuscripts whose contents were presented at the "International Symposium on Biopolymers 2010" (ISBP 2010). This biennial conference was held from October 3 to 7, 2010, in Stuttgart (Germany) and has been organized by Dieter Jendrossek and the DECHEMA. This conference has now been held already 12 times. In total, 96 oral presentations and 90 posters were presented during the 4 days of the conference.
The seven manuscripts are just a selection of contributions focusing on polyesters of the type of polyhydroxyalkanoates (PHA) on one side and on microbiological and/or biotechnological aspects on the other side. A mini review summarizes the current state on the production of PHAs from palm oil (Sudesh et al.) . The other six publications are original papers and report on the use of palm oil for growth and PHA production by 
